
MASTER THESIS STRUCTURE 

 

COVER   
Although the cover is usually a section that is not considered important, it defines what your 
Master Thesis is. You must think that it is the first thing that readers visualize about your work. In 
it, the title, year, and full names of the author and tutor/s of the research must be presented. In 
addition, it is usually also necessary to include the typical symbol of the university, school, and 
master where the work is being carried out and presented (although they can also be included in 
the 1st pages as well as the back cover). 

 

1st PAGES 
Author, Tutor, master, year, etc data.  

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT (optional) 

The pertinent acknowledgments can be included here or on the next page (optional). 

 

ABSTRACT 
All works must have a summary (usually between 200 and 300 words) of the entire work done. In 
addition, you can also include around 4 keywords linked to the central theme that is developed. If 
the Master Thesis is written in Catalan/Spanish you should include an english version of the 
abstract. 

 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS (optional) 

 

INDEX 
Index of the sections of the work always indicating the numbering of the work and including the 
sections that make it up (with their different subsections): 

- INTRODUCTION 

- X CHAPTERS 

- CONCLUSIONS 

- LISTS OF FIGURES / TABLES / IMAGES (they can be different sections or all together, 
depending on the contents) 



- BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 

INTRODUCTION 
All works must start with an introduction, where the hypothesis of the research is exposed as a 
main question to be answered with the work. The introduction should also include this 
information: 

Research question  

Objectives 

Justification of interest 

Theoretical framework 

Methodology 

It is useful to relate the main question and subquestions to the goals(objectives), the chapters, 
and the methods used to develop each one of them. Drawing a scheme/diagram explaining these 
relationships can help organize the structure of the research as well as the writing of the 
document. 

 

CHAPTERS 
The number of chapters will depend on each work, but it can be interesting to develop a chapter 
for each one of the subquestions or secondary objectives of the research. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 
All works must finish with the conclusions, where the hypothesis of the research is answered after 
the work has been exposed. Conclusions can also include further research topics that could be 
developed to complete or continue the research field. 

 

LIST OF GRAPHIC REFERENCES 
All works must include all the references of the images, tables or any other kind of graphic 
material. They can be listed at the end of each chapter or at the end of the general document, 
after the conclusions. 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
All works must include all the references used in the research, listed at the end of each chapter or 
at the end of the general document, after the conclusions. 



 

ANNEXES (optional) 
At the end of the document, one or more annexes can optionally be included to add calculations, 
databases, base cartography, complementary plans, interviews, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXAMPLES 

In the links to UPCommons you will find various examples from previous years 

  

MISMEC _ Master Thesis: 

https://upcommons.upc.edu/handle/2117/84330 

MISMeC + Marq _ TFM: 

https://upcommons.upc.edu/handle/2117/362557 
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